
 

 

9th September 2021 

 

Dear parent/guardian 

 

During the first few weeks of term, students in Year 7 will take part in a variety of baseline 

assessments, which we wanted to inform you about. These include CAT testing, which looks at 

cognitive abilities, and assessments in English, Maths and Science to give us accurate levels of 

current performance. 

 

We use these assessments as a school to gain information of students’ skills, knowledge and 

learning habits. This information can then be used in planning to ensure we are providing the 

right provision for all of our students, maximising their chances of success over their years with 

us.  

 

It also ensures as a school we can monitor the progress that students are making from their 

starting point and provide extra support when needed. These assessments are even more 

important this year as students did not complete SATs in Year 6 which is data we would 

normally receive and would support our planning of this support. 

 

Although having assessments can be daunting for students especially as they have only just 

joined us, we will complete these assessments in a supportive environment. Teachers will be 

present to reduce the anxieties of students and will be skilled in noticing any students who 

need support. The assessments will take place in classrooms within students form groups. 

 

We also want to assure both you and your child that these assessments are not being used to 

put students into sets in the short term. We believe that in light of the disruptions of the 

previous two school years that students have not always had the chance to demonstrate their 

full potential, and we do not want to put them into specific groups before they have had a 

chance to settle into secondary school and show us what they can really do. 

 

We would really appreciate you supporting the school by encouraging your child to try their 

best in these assessments, providing us with the best information to support them at Colton Hills. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs R Jackson 

Associate Assistant Headteacher 

 


